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appeared from the court.4 On the morrow, when a
grave council was held, some barons are said, even there,
to have advised .the death of Becket. Milder measures
were adopted: the Earl of Mandeville was sent off with
orders to arrest the primate; and as the disappearance
of these four knights could not be unmarked, to stop
them in the course of any unauthorised enterprise.

But murder travels faster than justice or mercy.
They were almost already on the shores of England.
It is said that they met in Saltwood Castle. On the
28th of December, having, by the aid of Eandulph de
Broc, collected some troops in the streets of Canterbury,
they took up their quarters with Clarembold, Abbot of
St. Augustine's.

The assassination of Becket has something appalling,
with all its terrible circumstances seen in the remote
past. What was it in its own age ? The most distin-
guished churchman in Christendom, the champion of
the great sacerdotal order, almost in the hour of his
triumph over the most powerful king in Europe; a man,
besides the awful sanctity inherent in the person of every
ecclesiastic, of most saintly holiness; soon after the most
solemn festival of the Church, in his own cathedral, not
only sacrilegiously, but cruelly murdered, with every
mark of hatred and insult. Becket had all the daunt-
lessness, none of the meekness of the martyr; but while
his dauntlessness would command boundless admiration,
few, if any, would seek the more genuine sign of Chris-
tian martyrdom.

The four knights do not seem to have deliberately
determined on their proceedings, or to have resolved,

i See, on the former history of
these knights, Quarterly Beview,
tol. xtiii. p. 355. The writer has in-

dustriously traced out all that can U
known, much which was rumoured
about these men.